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To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Sutton  Bridge 

Urban  District  Council. 


Natural 

Increase. 


Births, 


Deaths. 


O 


Sms, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  seventh  annual  Report  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Statistical  Tables  for  the  year  1903,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

I— Area  and  Population . 

The  Sutton  Bridge  Urban  District  is  situated  in  the 
south  east  corner  of  the  county  of  Lincolnshire,  and  has  a 
maximum  length  and  breadth  of  about  one  and  four  and  a  half 
miles  respectively,  and  having  an  area  of  5360  acres,  with  a 
population  of  2107  according  to  the  census  of  1901,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  2004  according  to  the  census  of  1891,  shewing  an 
increase  of  103  during  the  ten  years. 

The  district  is  3|-  miles  inland,  with  large  open  drains 
ventilating  the  neighbourhood  for  many  miles,  thus  preventing 
what  otherwise  would  be  an  unhealthily  saturated  condition  of 
the  soil.  Geologically  the  district  is  marshy,  composed  of  a 
fine  light  sandy  silt,  to  a  depth  of  about  50  feet.  The  land  is 
chiefly  arable,  potato  and  seed  growing  being  largely  carried 
on,  and  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  being  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  The  whole  of  the  district  is  very  flat, 
intersected  by  the  river  Nene,  which  is  tidal,  and  having  an 
average  rise  and  fall  of  20  feet  during  the  spring  and  15  feet 
during  the  neap  tides. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  during  the  year,  that 
is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  is  29  compared  with  20  for 
last  year. 

II—  Vital  Statistics. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  amounted  to  82, 
of  which  37  were  boys  and  25  girls,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  29*4 
per  1000  as  against  21*3  per  1000  last  year. 

The  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  amounted  to  33, 
compared  with  25  last  year,  giving  a  death  rate  of  15*6  per  1000 
as  against  11*8  last  year. 

Mortality  at  different  ages- 
Under  one  year  the  average  number  ...  9. 

Between  1  and  5  ,,  ,,  .  1. 

, ,  5  , ,  15  ,,  1* 

15  „  25  „  „  ...  3. 

„  25  „  65  „  „  ...  10. 

„  65  ,,  70  and  upwards  ...  9. 

Of  the  infant  mortality  there  were  two  deaths  due  to 


\ 


diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  and  two  to  premature  birth.  There 
were  three  deaths  due  to  cancer,  and  three  to  consumption. 


Ill— Infectious  Diseases' 

I  would  again  suggest  the  advisability  of  adopting  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act — this  would  not  necessi¬ 
tate  any  extra  expenditure,  but  would  help  to  cope  with  any 
outbreak  of  infectious  or  other  diseases. 


Diphtheria. 


There  have  been  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 


Enteric  There  was  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  Custom  House 

street,  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge  was  due  to  the  consumption 
of  oysters. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  have  been  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  all  of  a  mild 

character;  three  in  Queen  Street,  one  in  Chestnut  Terrace,  two 
at  the  Oddfellows’  Hall. 


IV— Preventive  Measures. 

In  cases  of  any  epidemic  disease,  disinfectants  are 
freely  supplied  free  of  cost,  the  infected  houses  are  visited  by 
the  Inspector  at  the  termination  of  the  illness,  and  the  rooms 
disinfected  by  means  of  sulphur  dioxide  gas. 

All  the  excreta  from  the  typhoid  fever  case  were  dis¬ 
infected  with  Chloride  of  Lime,  and  removed  daily  in  pans 
and  buried  near  the  “Tip”  for  the  night  soil.  Every  pre¬ 
caution  with  regard  to  disinfection  of  clothes  and  linen  was 
carried  out  to  my  satisfaction. 

Parents  are  always  requested  to  inform  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  existence  of  any  infectious  diseases  in  their  homes,  and 
when  necessary  other  children  in  the  infected  houses  are  kept 
back  from  attending  school. 

V—  Water  Supply 

Shallow  wells  and  rain  water  cisterns  are  the  only  means 
of  water  supply  in  the  district.  There  are  seven  public  pumps 
in  the  district,  and  these  are  very  freely  used  by  the  inhabitants. 
The  water  from  the  granaries  supply  the  pumps  at  the  top  of 
Wharf  Street,  and  this  has  always  been  found  to  be  quite  a 
good  sample  of  water.  The  water  from  the  others  is  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes  unless  well  boiled.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
water  from  the  shallow  wells  is  totally  unfit  for  drinking.  In 
many  cases  these  wells  are  surrounded  by  pig  styes  and  poul¬ 
try  runs. 

The  greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  drink  the 
water  collected  in  cisterns  from  the  roofs  of  houses.  When 
boiled  it  is  a  fairly  useful  water.  I  have  always  urged  the 
advisability  of  thoroughly  boiling  and  filtering  all  water  before 
using  for  drinking  or  cooking  purposes,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  printed  forms  be  issued  to  every  householder  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this. 


YI, — Sewerage  and  Sewage  Deposits. 

Still  another  year  has  passed  and  there  has  been  no 
allusion  to  the  proposed  drainage  scheme.  I  hope  this  all  im¬ 
portant  matter  will  engage  your  attention  during  the  coming 
year. 

I  would  again  urge  that  all  privy  middens  be  done 
away  with,  as  they  form  a  most  objectionable  and  insanitary 
state  of  affairs.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  some  of  the  worst  have 
been  supplanted  by  the  pail  system.  There  are  a  great  number 
of  privy  vaults,  these  are  also  unsatisfactory;  in  many  in¬ 
stances  they  are  too  near  the  dwellings,  the  means  of  access 
for  scavengers  inadequate,  and  the  ventilating  shafts  are  not 
carried  high  enough,  many  being  quite  on  a  level  with  the 
bedroom  windows. 

I  would  urge  the  advisability  of  substituting  the  pail 
system  in  the  district,  and  I  feel  sure  that  this  besides  being 
more  sanitary  would  give  universal  satisfaction. 

With  regard  the  drainage  of  the  streets,  I  would  point 
out  that  some  of  the  bye-streets,  such  as  Lime  Street,  Custom 
House  Street,  High  Street,  "Wharf  Street,  King  Street,  are  in 
a  very  insanitary  condition.  The  gutters,  gratings,  and  drain 
pockets  are  in  most  cases  unsatisfactory.  The  streets  are  con¬ 
cave  instead  of  being  convex,  with  the  result  that  one  contiu- 
ally  has  to  dodge  the  pools  of  water,  and  in  very  wet  weather 
these  streets  are  more  or  less  flooded  for  several  hours.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  open  gratings  in  Lime  Street,  Custom 
House  Street,  and  High  Street,  be  replaced  with  solid  slabs, 
and  having  an  inlet  on  either  side  for  the  water  to  drain  into 
the  pockets  ;  they  should  be  fitted  with  ventilating  shafts. 
These  open  gratings  during  the  summer  and  when  they  are 
being  cleaned  out,  are  a  great  source  of  nuisance.  They  are 
placed  about  a  yard  from  the  front  door  of  the  houses,  and 
emit  a  most  offensive  odour  ;  complaints  are  continually  being 
made  about  these 

Crosby’s  Low,  Young’s  Low,  Granville  Terrace,  and 
Chestnut  Terrace,  I  would  again  point  out  are  in  a  deplorable 
condition,  and  as  far  as  I  can  gather  have  always  been  so, 
there  is  no  attempt  whatever  at  drainage,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  something  be  done  to  remedy  the  very  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  these  streets. 

VIL— Dwellings  and  Areas  round  Dwellings- 

Most  of  the  houses  have  a  small  plot  of  land  attached, 
usually  at  the  back  of  the  premises,  containing  a  hard  water 
well,  a  soft  water  cistern  below  the  ground,  a  sink  for  slop 
water,  a  privy  vault  or  midden,  a  pig  stye  or  a  fowl  run,  and 
in  many  cases  a  manure  heap,  one  can  understand  that  it  is 
difficult  for  a  good  supply  of  fresh  air  to  get  near  the  house, 
much  less  inside  the  house.  The  sinks  in  a  great  number  of 
instances  are  a  source  of  considerable  nuisance,  as  they  are 


Bakehouses. 


Workshops. 


Dairies  and 
Cowsheds. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 


continually  blocked  and  overflow  in  consequence,  they  are 
quite  inadequate  for  what  they  are  required,  and  emit  a  most 
offensive  odour. 

Many  cf  the  houses  in  the  district  are  insanitary  and 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  I  would  again  point  out  that  two 
cottages  by  the  Peacock  Inn,  four  at  the  corner  of  Bridge  Road 
opposite  the  Oddfellows’  Hall  and  two  by  Mr.  Grimley’s  office 
are  unfit  for  habitation.  They  are  badly  constructed,  ill- 
ventilated,  and  with  little  or  no  area  accommodation.  The  only 
suggestion  one  can  make  is  that  they  should  be  pulled  down 
and  rebuilt. 

VIII —Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

I  have  inspected  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Smith’s  Timber 
Company  and  the  Creosote  works  of  Messrs.  English  Bros  , 
and  in  both  instances  I  find  the  general  sanitary  conditions 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year  a  new  factory  has  been  erected  en¬ 
titled  :  “  The  British  and  Colonial  Transportable  and  Trans¬ 
formable  Houses  Co.”  it  was  in  full  swing  for  a  few  months 
and  employed  from  60 — 80  men  and  boys.  I  inspected  the 
factory  on  several  occasions  and  found  the  machines  were  well 
guarded  and  an  excellent  plan  of  removing  dust  and  debris  by 
means  of  air  suction.  I  also  went  over  the  privies,  which  with 
a  few  suggested  improvements  will  be  quite  sanitary  and  con¬ 
form  to  the  regulations  of  the  Factory  Act. 

There  are  now  four  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  the  one 
ne.ar  the  “  Greyhound  ”  Inn.  which  has  been  closed  is  now  in 
the  occupation  of  Mr.  Baker.  These  have  all  been  inspected 
and  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

I  have  visited  the  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  I  find  that  in  the  majority  of  the  workplaces  wThere 
dressmaking  is  carried  on,  the  rooms  are  small  and  badly 
ventilated,  and  I  have  suggested  that  these  rooms  should  be 
better  ventilated  and  a  fresh  supply  of  air  be  more  frequently 
admitted  by  frequent  opening  of  the  windows  and  doors. 

IX—  Dairies,  Cowsheds ,  and  Slaughter  Houses- 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been 
visited  by  the  Inspector  and  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses,  these  have  been  visited 
on  several  occasions  by  the  Inspector  and  myself,  and,  when 
necessary,  alterations  and  improvements  have  been  suggested 
and  carried  out  to  our  satisfaction. 

X  —Refuse  Collection. 

Hitherto  the  removal  of  refuse  has  been  carried  on 
without  any  regular  system,  and  I  would  again  bring  to  your 
notice  an  excellent  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  R.  Gregory  your 
Inspector,  namely — 


That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  carrying  on  of  this  work 
householders  are  requested  to  arrange  : — That  ashes  and 
house  refuse  be  brought  in  scuttles,  tubs  or  boxes  of  suitable 
size  to  the  near  side  of  the  adjoining  street,  when  it  will  be 
collecte  dan  dtaken  away  by  the  scavengers  every  Friday  ; 
that  a  bell  be  attached  to  the  scavenger’s  cart  to  give  warning 
of  its  approach. 

The  best  receptacle  for  ashes  and  house  refuse  is  a  zinc 
scuttle  with  handles,  they  are  inexpensive  and  can  be  purchased 
at  any  ironmongers.  'That  printed  handbills  be  distributed 
to  every  householder  to  this  effect. 

All  the  refuse  collected  is  deposited  in  a  field  about 
half-a-mile  from  the  town. 

The  scavenging  has  not  been  carried  out  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

XI  —  Routine  Sanitary  Work- 

The  district  has  been  systematically  and  periodically 
inspected  by  the  Inspector  and  myself  and  any  improvements 
suggested  by  us  have  been,  as  far  as  practicable,  carried  out  to 
our  satisfaction.  I  have  from  time  to  time  reported  in  person 
to  you  the  existence  of  any  infectious  diseases  or  other 
nuisances  in  the  district 

You  were  good  enough  to  inspect  the  district  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Inspector  and  myself  on  the  6th  May,  1903. 

We  started  in  Wharf  Street  and  the  suggestion  of  kerb- 
ing  Wharf  Street  has  been  carried  out,  and  will  in  the  course 
of  a  year  be  a  very  great  improvement. 

In  my  last  report  I  suggested  that  the  open  gratings  in 
Lime  Street,  Custom  House  Street,  and  High  Street  should  be 
replaced  with  solid  slabs,  having  an  inlet  on  either  side  and 
fitted  with  ventilating  shafts,  and  on  your  inspection  of  them 
you  agreed  to  these  alterations,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  these 
improvements  have  not  been  carried  out. 

We  then  went  through  the  back  ways  of  King,  Queen, 
and  Princes  Streets,  and  the  nuisances  which  I  pointed  out  in 
my  last  report  with  regard  to  the  pig  styes  and  poultry  runs 
we p  even  in  a  more  deplorable  condition,  owing  no  doubt  to 
the  wet  weather, 

I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  after  you  inspected 
some  of  the  privy  vaults  and  middens,  that  it  would  be  far 
more  sanitary  to  institute  the  Pail  System.  With  regard  to 
this  I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  houses 
erected  by  Mr.  Todkill  in  the  New  Eoad  have  ^Imse  privy 
vaults,  unfortunately  I  was  unaware  of  this  untinafcwss  finish- 
ed,  however  I  advised  Mr.  Todkill  to  fill  them  up  and  utilise 
the  Pail  System,  these  vaults  are  without  any  ventilating 
shafts,  and  I  would  draw  Mr.  Todkill’s  attention  to  this. 

We  then  wended  our  way  to  the  West  end  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  found  the  ditch  that  was  between  the  gardens  of 
Chestnut  Terrace  and  Withington  Street  filled  with  all  kinds 
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of  rubbish  and  filth,  and  the  slop  water  that  was  thrown  into 
holes  dug  in  the  garden  in  Withington  Street  percolated  into 

the  ditch. 

After  two  hours  of  inspection,  I  think  you  were  all  of 
opinion  that  there  was  much  to  be  done  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view.  X  am  glad  to  say  we  have  made  many  improvements. 

I  hope  also  that  you  will  make  this  tour  of  inspection  an 
annual  occurrence. 

This  year  has  been  a  red  letter  for  the  district,  for 
through  your  energies  the  Bridge  has  at  last  been  made  free. 
This  is  an  important  event  in  many  ways,  and  amongst  others 
with  regard  to  the  health  of  the  district— quite  recently  a  few 
cases  of  Small-pox  were  introduced  into  Boston  by  tramps, 
and  we  might  at  any  time  be  in  the  same  predicament,  as 
there  are  a  greater  number  of  this  fraternity  passing  thiough 
the  district  since  the  freeing  of  the  Bridge.  This  leads  me 
again  to  remind  you  that  there  is  still  no  provision  made  in 
the  district  for  hospital  isolation  and  disinfection. 

(1) .  Nineteen  cottages  in  Withington  Street  have  been  provided 
with  more  satistory  means  for  the  deposit  of  their  slop  water,  instead  of 
the  prevailing  plan  of  digging  holes  in  the  garden  by  the  hedge  separating 
the  property  from  Chestnut  Terrace. 

(2) .  In  several  instances  bad  cases  of  pig  stye  and  fowl  runs,  in 
which  the  yards  were  in  a  deplorable  conditon,  the  nuisances  were  abated 
to  our  satisfaction. 

(3) .  At  the  Peacock  Inn,  the  privy  vaults  which  were  too  near 
the  back  door  have  been  filled  up  and  pans  provided.  The  yard  was  made 
up  and  paved,  and  the  drains  put  into  order. 

(4) .  No.  4  Custom  House  Street,  the  pipe  from  the  sink  was 
connected  directly  to  the  drain,  so  that  the  stench  rose  into  the  house, 
this  has  been  disconnected  and  put  into  a  sanitary  condition. 

(5) .  The  drains  at  the  Bridge  Hotel  yard  were  in  a  deplorable 
state,  the  contents  of  the  vault  from  the  W.C.  ran  through  the  walls  of 
the  harness  room  on  to  the  floor,  this  has  been  remedied  and  a  coating  of 
cement  put  on  the  inside  of  the  wall  of  the  harness  room. 

I  would  again  urge  you  to  consider  the  advisability  of  drawing  up  bye¬ 
laws  with  regard  to  the  keeping  of  pigs  and  fowls  so  near  the  houses. 

According  to  your  instructions  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  made  a 
systematic  inspection  of  the  pig  styes  and  fowl  runs,  and  sent  you  a  de¬ 
tailed  account  of  the  condition  of  these  nuisances,  and  I  agree  with  him 
that  drastic  measures  should  be  ta,ken  with  regard  to  the  keeping  of  pigs 
and  fowls. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  would  again  remind  you 
that  the  New  Bye-Laws  which  were  to  have  been  discussed 
and  passed  the  year  before  last,  have  not  yet  come  into 
existence. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  G.  B.  COLEMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sutton  Bridge,  January  7th,  1904 


